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(57) Abstract 

Field or frame memories are often used in television receivers for video signal processing functions, such as noise reduction and/or 
flicker reduction. Television receivers also have graphic features such as teletext, menu-driven control systems, multilingual subtitling, an 
electronic TV-Guide, etc, A method of processing television picture signals including both video (VID) and graphic (GFX) information is 
disclosed. In accordance with the invention, the video and graphic signals are individually compressed in accordance with different (lossy 
and lossless, respectively) compression algorithms (22; 24), stored in the same field or frame memory (21), and decompressed (23; 25) after 
processing (20). Herewith a significant reduction of memory capacity is achieved without adversely affecting the graphics quality. The 
invention is not only applicable to locally generated graphic signals (TXT, OSD) but also to graphic information which is detected (26) as 
being embedded in a received television signal. 
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Television picture signal processing. 



HELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a method of processing a television picture signal 
including video and graphic information, said processing comprising the step of sioring the 
television picture in a picture memory. The invention also relates to a television receiver 
adapted to carry out such a method. 

5 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Current television receivers show an increased use of digital signal 
processing circuits for features such as noise reduction and/or flicker reduction. Generally, 
the receivers have a picture memory for that purpose. Television receivers also have 

10 additional features such as teletext reception, sophisticated menu-driven control systems, 
multilingual subtitling, electronic TV-Guide facilities, etc. These additional features require 
on-screen-display of graphic information. Often, this graphic information is generated by 
character-based graphics devices which require a moderate memory capacity. However, there 
is a trend towards enhanced graphics devices which define graphic information on a pixel-by- 

15 pixel basis and require a large memory capacity. 

Needless to say that it is important to reduce the memory capacity in such 
television receivers, for example, by using a shared memory for the various functions. A 
television receiver having such a shared memory is disclosed in Applicant's United States 
Patent 5,119,200. This prior art comprises a picture memory for storing the received video 

20 signal as well as the locally generated graphics (teletext) signal. The receiver utilizes the fact 
that a pixel on the screen either represents video information or graphic information. One bit 
per pixel is stored in the memory to indicate the type of information. The prior-art receiver 
allows the video information in the memory to be refreshed and processed at the field or 
frame rate without affecting the stored graphic information. 
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OBJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to further reduce the memory capacity in 
such a television receiver. 

To that end, a method of processing a television picture signal including 
5 video and graphic information is provided, said processing comprising the step of storing the 
television picture in a picture memory, characterized by compressing the video information 
and graphic information in accordance with different compression algorithms, and storing the 
compressed video and graphic information in said picture memory. Preferably, both types of 
compressed information are stored in the same memory. 

10 The invention will be appreciated if it is realized ^that applying a certain 

compression algorithm to video as well as graphic information generally results in different 
artifacts and compression ratios for the different types of information. The invention is based 
on experiments which show that a compression algorithm which is adequate for one type of 
information in terms of data reduction and coding artifacts may be disastrous for another type . 

15 of information. The perception of the signals is totally different. Often, graphic information 
is text, the legibility of which is of crucial interest. For video, natural behaviour of moving 
objects and a sufficient signal-to-noise ratio are important. For example, MPEG-compression 
of video information yields satisfactory results because it is based on average video statistics. , 
However, applying the same MPEG-compression to graphics leads to a considerable 

20 degradation of the graphic picture quality. This is felt to be unacceptable because consumers 
have meanwhile become used to very high quality teletext and on-screen-display images. 

Preferably, the video information is subjected to a lossy compression 
algorithm and the graphic information is subjected to a lossless compression algorithm. Data 
reduction of the television signal is achieved herewith while the high quality of the graphic 

25 information is preserved in conformity with the, consumer's expectations. 

The invention is not restricted to receivers in which the graphic 
information is locally generated, inter alia, in the form of teletext pages or on-screen menus. 
Video information and graphic information can also be mixed at the transmitter end. 
Television stations insert their logos in the transmitted picture and use sophisticated graphic 

30 devices for program captions and subtitles. Popular quiz programs are based on 

simultaneously showing the players and the electronically generated game field with the 
players' scores. Further, with the advance of interactive TV and video-on-demand, video 
images will often be mixed with graphic menus. In order to also reduce the memory 
requirements for these television pictures, while maintaining the high quality of the 
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embedded graphic information, an embodiment of the invention further comprises the step of 
determining the type of information in a given picture area on the basis of a predetermined 
property of the television picture signal in said picture area. The television receiver now 
automatically detects whether the information in a picture area (for example, a rectangular 
5 block of pixels) is video information or graphic information, and selects the appropriate 
compression strategy for thai area accordingly . An example of a property of the television 
picture signal is the amount of uniformity between pixel values in a given image area. The 
determination of the type of information in a picture area can be improved by taking account 
of the type of information in adjacent (spatially or temporally) picture areas. 

10 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figs. 1-3 show embodiments of a television receiver in accordance with 

the invention. 

Figs. 4-6 show schematic diagrams of embodiments of a graphics 
15 detection circuit which is shown in Fig. 2. 

.Fig. 7 shows an example of a graphic character in a video background to 
illustrate the operation of *he detection circuits shown in Figs. 3-5. 

Fig. 8 shows a further embodiment of a television receiver in accordance 

with the invention. 

20 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

Fig.l shows a television receiver in accordance with the invention. The 
receiver comprises an antenna 11 and a tuner 12 for receiving a desired television signal. 
The received television signal is applied to a video decoding circuit 13 for obtaining video 

25 information VID in the form of luminance and color signals. The television signal is also 
applied to a teletext decoder 14 for decoding teletext data TXT which is transmitted in the 
vertical blanking interval of the television signal. The term teletext as here employed should 
be understood to mean any kind of information that is transmitted in encoded form along 
with a television signal, including electronic program guide information or data associated 

30 with an interactive television program. 

The receiver comprises a microprocessor 15 which receives user 
commands from a (remote) control unit 16 and controls the operation of the receiver in a 
further known manner. More particularly, the microprocessor is arranged to generate on- 
screen-display data OSD representing, inter alia, menus to be displayed on the receiver's 
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screen. The on-screen-display data OSD and/or teletext data TXT are applied to a character 
generator 17 pixelwise which generates displayable graphics information GFX at the relevant 
frame rate for display on the screen. In a conventional television receiver, the video 
information VID and graphic information GFX are directly applied to a display screen 19 
5 through a combining circuit 18 for simultaneous display on the screen. The receiver further 
comprises an image-enhancement circuit 20 for, inter alia, *PALplus decoding (for reducing 
artefacts such as cross-color and cross-luminance), noise reduction (by recursively filtering 
pixels of successive frames) or flicker reduction (by motion compensated frame rate 
-doubling). The image-enhancement circuit 20 is coupled to a field or frame memory 21. 

10 In accordance with the invention, rthe video information VID and graphic 

information GFX are separately compressed before 'being stored in the memory 21, and 
decompressed thereafter. A first compression stage 22 for compressing the video information 
VID is connected to the input of memory 21, and a first decompression stage 23 for 
^decompressing the ,video information VID is connected to the output of memory 21. 

15 Similarly, a second compression stage 24 for compressing the graphic information GFX is 
connected to the input of memory 21, and a second decompression stage 25 for 
decompressing the graphic information GFX is connected to < the output of memory 21. 
Compression and decompression are carried out in real-time, i.e. at the relevant field- or 
frame rate. 

20 The compression and corresponding decompression stages are selected to 

have an optimum performance for the respective type of information. The video information 
VID is preferably compressed in accordance with a lossy compression algorithm such as 
Adaptive Dynamic Range Coding (ADRC), which is a type of block-predictive coding, or 
transform coding with (adaptive) quantization of the transform coefficients. The graphic 

25 information GFX is preferably compressed in accordance with a lossless compression 
algorithm such as run-length coding, contour coding or template coding. All these 
compression methods are known per se in the art and need.no further explanation. 

Generally, the image-enhancement circuit 20 will apply the same signal- 
processing algorithm (for example, field rate doubling from 50 Hz to 100 Hz) to both the 

30 video and graphic information. However, it is a feature of the invention that the video and 
graphics information can easily be subjected to different image-enhancement algorithms. For 
example, the degree of noise reduction may be less for the video information than for the 
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more static graphic information. In Fig.l, this is shown by means of two distinct image- 
enhancement circuits 20a and 20b, respectively. 

Figs. 2 and 3 show further embodiments of a television receiver in 
accordance with the invention. The same reference numerals are used for circuits which have 

5 already been shown in Fig. 1. A characteristic feature of these embodiments is detection of 
graphic information is embedded in the received television signal by a graphics detection 
circuit 26. Graphic information is very often broadcast in the form of, inter alia, transmitter 
station logos, program captions, subtitles, game fields in a quiz show, etc. In the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the graphics .detection circuit 26 receives the broadcast signal 

10 from the video decoding circuit 13. In a manner which will be described hereafter, the 
^graphics detection-circuit detects , whether the broadcast -signal represents video or graphic 
information and controls a splitting device 28 in response to said detection. The device 28 
separates the graphic information embedded in the broadcast signal from the video 
information. The video information VID is applied to the video compression stage 22. The 

15 embedded graphic information is combined with the locally generated graphic information via 
a combining circuit 27. The. combined graphic information GFX is then applied to -the 
graphics compression stage 24. 'In *he embodiment shown in Fig.3, the broadcast signal from 
the video decoding circuit 13 and the graphic signal from the character generator 17 are first 
combined by the combining circuit 27. The combined signal is then applied to the graphics 

20 detection circuit 26 and separated; into video information VID and graphic information GFX. 

Fig. 4 shows a schematic diagram of an embodiment of the graphics 
detection circuit 26. 4t comprises block division means 260 for dividing the applied picture 
into blocks of, for example, 4*4 pixels. The division into rectangular blocks is not essential 
but is connected with the video-compression algorithm which is also based on block coding. 

25 The detection circuit further comprises means 261 for counting the number n of adjacent 
pixels having the same pixel (i.e. luminance and/or color) value. The counter 261 has an 
output n> 6 which indicates that the number of adjacent pixels having the same value is 6 or 
more. The output n>6 is the output signal of the detection circuit. Accordingly, a block 
having more than a predetermined number of adjacent identical pixels is considered to be a 

30 graphics block. Otherwise, it is considered to be a video block. The output of the detection 
circuit controls the splitting device 28 (Figs. 2 and 3). Graphics blocks are thus lossless 
encoded, irrespective of whether they also include video pixels or not. Video blocks are lossy 
compressed. 
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Fig.5 shows a further .embodiment of the -graphics detection circuit. The 
performance of the graphics detection is improved hereby also taking into account the 
dynamic range D (i.e. the distance between minimum and maximum) of the pixel values 
within a block. Graphic blocks are characterized by a large dynamic range, usually exceeding 
5 30. However, a block of which all pixels have the same value, which has a dynamic range of 
zero, forms on exception to this rule, in accordance herewith, the embodiment shown in 
Fig.4 comprises means 262 for .calculating the dynamic range. The calculator 262 has an 
output D>30 indicating that the dynamic range is equal to or larger than 30, and another 
output D=0 indicating that the dynamic range is zero. Both outputs are OR-ed by an OR- 

10 fgate 263. The output of the OR-gate is AND-ed by an AND-gate 264 with the output n >6 
of counter 261. Accordingly, a block is considered to be a graphics block if the number of 
adjacent identical pixels exceeds 6 and the dynamic range is either large or zero. 

^Fig.6 shows a further embodiment of the graphics detection circuit. In this 
embodiment, the output of the AND-gate 264 (indicating that the block is a graphics block) 

15 is stored in a buffer 266. The counter 261 has a further output n_>2 indicating that *he 

number of adjacent pixels having the same pixel value is 2 or more. Said output is AND-ed, 
by an AND-gate 265, with the type of an adjacent block stored in the buffer memory 266. 
Accordingly, a block comprising only 2, 3, 4 or 5 identical adjacent pixels is now also 
considered to be a graphics block if it is adjacent to a 'real' graphics block (a block having 6 

20 or more identical adjacent ^pixels) . Both criteria for a graphics block are then OR-ed by an 
OR-gate 267. 

Fig.7 shows, by way of an example, a graphic character ("T") in a video 
background to illustrate the operation of the detection circuit. The two upper 4*4 blocks 
comprise 12 identical adjacent graphic pixels and are thus considered to be 'rear graphics 
25 blocks. The two lower 4*4 blocks comprise 4 identical adjacent pixels. The embodiments of 
Figs. 4 and 5 detect that both lower blocks are video blocks. The embodiment of Fig. 6 
detects that they are graphics blocks because they are adjacent to 'real' graphics blocks. The 
embodiment of Fig. 6 thus avoids that borders of graphic image areas are adversely affected 
by lossy compression. 

30 It will be appreciated that the embodiments of the graphics detector shown 

in Figs. 4-6, although shown in the form of hardware circuits, can also be (partly) 
implemented in the form of a programmed microprocessor. 

As the object of the invention is to reduce memory capacity in a television 
receiver, a certain compression factor is to be achieved. For example, a compression factor 
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2 may be desired. The television receiver comprises a bit rate controller to ensure that each 
compressed image fits in the available memory capacity. It is advantageous to take the 
amount of compressed graphics data for granted, and apply the bit rate control to the (lossy) 
video compression only. The video compressor is then controlled to produce a target number 
5 of bits, said target being determined in dependence on the amount of graphics data. The 
receiver may be arranged to switch to a security mode in which lossy compression is applied 
to both video and graphics if there is insufficient memory capacity available for video. 

An embodiment implementing the above bit rate control strategy will now 
*be described with reference to the television receiver shown in Fig.8 which largely 

10 corresponds to the receiver shown in Fig. 2. The receiver comprises a, bit rate control circuit 
31 which receives from the graphics compressing stage 24 the number of bits G which have 
been spent for encoding the graphic information in the previous frame. It is assumed that the 
graphics in the current frame resembles that in the previous frame. The available number of 
bits V for encoding the video information is then: 

15 V = C - G 

in which C represents the capacity of the memory 21 of die television receiver. The bit rate 
control circuit checks whether V is larger than a predetermined minimum value. If that is the 
case, <the bit rate control circuit calculates a compression factor F, which is defined as: 

F _ uncoded number of video bits 

V 

20 In the present example, the capacity of memory 21 is assumed to be half that required for 
storing uncompressed video. Accordingly, the compression factor F must at least be equal to 
2. If it is below 2, F will be set to 2. The compression factor thus calculated is applied to the 
video compression stage 22 which controls the quantization in a further known manner, such 
that the desired compression is achieved. 

25 If the available number of bits V is below the predetermined minimum 

value, a control signal is generated to cause the whole image to be lossy encoded. In the 
Figure, this control signal is shown in the form of a connection 32 to the graphics detection 
circuit 26 which controls the switch 28 to feed the whole image to the lossy compressing 
stage 22. At the same time, the compression factor F is set to 2 which guarantees that the 

30 whole image will fit in the memory. The graphics information is nevertheless lossless 
encoded (but not stored) so as to provide the value of G for the next frame. 
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Field or frame memories are often used in television receivers for video 
signal processing functions, such as noise reduction and/or flicker reduction. Television 
receivers also have. graphic features such as teletext, menu-driven control systems, 
multilingual subtitling, an electronic TV-Guide, etc. 

5 A method of processing television picture signals including both video 

(VID) and graphic (GFX) information is disclosed. In accordance with the invention, the 
video and graphic signals are individually compressed in accordance with: different (lossy and 
lossless, respectively) compression algorithms, stored in the same field or frame memory, 
and decompressed after processing. Herewith a significant reduction of memory capacity is 

10 achieved without adversely affecting the graphics quality. The invention is not only 

applicable to locally generated graphic signals (TXT,OSD) but also to graphic information 
which is detected as being embedded in a received television signal. 
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1. A method of processing a television picture signal including video and 
^graphic information, said processing comprising the step of storing the television picture in a 
picture memory, characterized by compressing the video information and graphic information 
in accordance with different compression algorithms, and storing the compressed video and 

5 graphic information in said picture memory. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the video information is 
subjected to a lossy compression algorithm and the graphic information is subjected to a 
lossless compression algorithm. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that it Anther comprises 
10 *the step of determining the type of information in a given picture area on the basis of. a 

predetermined property of the television picture signal in said <picture area. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 3, wherein said property is, the degree of 
uniformity between pixel values within said picture area. 

5. A method as claimed in claim 3, wherein said property is the dynamic 
15 range of pixel values within said picture area. 

6. A method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the type of information in said 
picture area is further determined by the type of information in adjacent picture areas. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, which further comprises the step of 
controlling the compression so as to obtain a predetermined number of bits for storing the 

20 picture in said memory. 

8. A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the video compression is 
controlled to obtain a target number of bits, said target being determined in dependence on 
the amount of compressed graphic information. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the video and graphic 
25 information are subject to different signal processing algorithms. 

10. A television receiver comprising signal processing means for processing a 
television picture signal including video and graphic information, said processing means 
including a memory for storing the television picture signal, characterized in that the 
television receiver comprises compression means for compressing the video information and 
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graphic information in accordance with different compression algorithms, and means for 
storing the compressed video and graphic information in said memory. 
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